Club Salino Meeting (English)
Dear neighbours,

Having been down there last week for the completion of our tiny place in the sun my wife and I saw what potential there is in this very nice part of Torrevieja. Not only are we all beginning to see the end of the construction phase but we are also getting a taste of what the Club Salino area will look like once it is fully completed. Just take a look at the newly finished pool area to the left as you enter the Club. I think I can speak for the both of us when I say that we were stunned when we first saw it. All these palm trees, which will still need some time before they make themselves justice, all the nice lamp posts, the lawn starting up nicely, amazing stuff. We’re really looking forward to see what the other pool area will look like once it is completed because that’s where we are. 

Having said all this, needless to say that we would like the area to stay this way for many years to come. With the collaboration of all of us at the Club we will be able to create and maintain a paradise and perhaps live a life many people call ”la dolce vita”. In order to do this we have put down a few suggestions/items that we would like to be discussed at the first meeting held on Sunday, March 28. 
General

General issues that probably affect all of us in one way or the other. They are not placed in any particular order.
· Littering or no littering

Sounds like an axiom but still. Since it takes so little effort to walk over to an existing litterbin and put the empty packet of cigarettes, an empty can or whatever it may be that would otherwise have been thrown away, left on the lawn, the table, next to the sunbed or where ever we would like to suggest that the community sees to that there are litterbins placed in strategic positions of the Club, especially the pool areas and the surrounding green areas. Perhaps we could take turn in emptying these or perhaps have someone to do it for us. It all depends on the community’s budget.



· Driving 

As all of us know that the roads inside the Club are rather narrow. They are barely wide enough for us to be park our car in a convenient distance from our house leaving enough space for others to pass by. Needless to say that drivers must drive very carefully inside the Club since there may be toddlers around and we don’t want disaster to happen do we? We don’t want to suggest any speedlimits since that feels a bit over the top. Use common sence. If that does not work we will have to deal with it later on.



· Dogs

To some of us the dearest friend is the four legged creature called dog. In order to make life easier for all pet owners, dog owners in particular, we need to come to an agreement on where the dogs can do their things. Our suggestion would perhaps be the wasteland between the Club and Patricia’s since that land obviously isn’t used to anything meaningful at the moment. (The path to Pat’s must be a no-crap-zone though () 

Entrances / Gates
As some of us already knows, there are two entraces facing the street where the “piso piloto” was. People living at the other end of the Club have probably also noticed that there are no such entrances on this side which leaves a few question marks. 

· Lockable gates

As most of us now, the existing entrances are wide open. Should we perhaps increase security by fitting nicely looking lockable gates to these entrances? All families living here would of course get a key so they can enter the Club at any of these gates.


· More entrances

At the opposite side of the Club there are no entrances and one of the bus stops are placed right outside this part of the club so perhaps we would like have one or two entrances at this side as well? 

The pool area
In general, when should the pool area be available and what should we keep in and around it? 

· “Open all hours” or at specified hours?

If we decide to keep it open at all times we will all have the opportunity to have swim when ever we like. The downside is that we won’t have the opportunity to clean the pool on a regular basis. Also, some families living right next to the pool might not share your enthusiasm for a late swim so perhaps this option is not really an option. If a majority of us agrees on this then we will have to decide the opening hours. Our humble suggestion would be 8am to 9pm.


· What should we allow in the pool?

Should we allow anything to go in the pool? Lilos, balls, bottles, drinks, cigarettes, dogs, etc. This is not an easy one since the kids always want to do something and having a lilo and/or a ball in the pool may give them a chance to get rid of some of their excess energy. This is to some extent in contrast with some people who would simply like to read a good book in their sun bed without suffering the risk of having the book destroyed by a spash or two. Our suggestion would perhaps be to allow lilos and balls but no other “UFOs”like fresbees etc. and certainly not dogs due to the fact that some people are allergic to dogs (and cats for that matter).

Another thing we need to decide on is whether or not we will allow bottles, cans and drinks in the pool and pool area. I think most of us wouldn’t want to see a complete ban on drinks inside the pool area since it will be hot especially in the summer months but bringing bottles and glasses will sooner or later result in that someone will drop a bottle or a glass and we all know how hard it is to find all the tiny bits and pieces whenever that happens especially if half of it ends up in the pool itself. The suggestion here would be to limit the number of bottles and glasses and promote anything in cans and plastic mugs, plastic bottles and other “uncrackable” materials.

 

· Private or Community owned sun beds? There are pros and cons for both of these. 

Private beds means that you’re always guaranteed a sun bed but you’ll probably have to drag it back and forth every time you come to the pool since the space around the pool is limited and our view is that we shouldn’t ”subscribe” on a certain spot by leaving them out over night just to get the same spot next day. Consideration and respect for other people are the magic words here. 

Community owned beds. The best thing is that they will more or less always be there for you. The question is how many should we get? Should we leave them out at night? If so, what if they get nicked? If not, who should be responsible for storing them during the night? There is some labour involved if we decide to take this route. We don’t really have a strong view in this matter. It is to some extent up to what budget we have and how much work we ourselves are willing to put in. If we were forced to have a view we would probably go for using private beds to start with. 


· Private or Community owned tables, chairs and parasols?

Same argumens as for sunbeds but perhaps a few tables and chairs would be nice. We ought to be able to leave these out over night, at least during the summer months.


The green area
The main issue here would probably be, should we maintain the lawn, the palm trees, the upcoming hedge by the fence surrounding most of our community ourselves or should we let someone else do it?
· Gardener, no gardener or volunteers?

Do we need someone to take care of the green area? Have we got an automatic watering system for the lawn, the hedge, etc? If the answer is “yes”, then perhaps we don’t need one on a regular basis. We could just call one in in case of emergency pruning of hedges and palmtrees. On the one hand, having a professional gardener taking care of  the lot makes it easy for us but on the other hand, some of the people living at the Club may very well be a gardener by profession and would really like to do the gardening bits. Given the above we still have to take into account that most of us don’t have the possibility of being at the Club all year around. We don’t hold a strong view in this matter. The important thing here is that we have an agreement on how to sort out these issues.


